INTRODUCTION
Disasters caused by natural phenomena often occur in Bulgaria. They cause a large number of dead, disappeared and medical losses in the zone of defeat. Social and economic consequences have a significant adverse effect on development and economic growth. For this reason reducing the risk of disaster situations _________________________ and the readiness for protection are exclusively matter to sustainable development. According to one of the main European Union policies concerning humanitarian aid and civil protection in disasters in the Republic of Bulgaria has received a Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction. In the established strategy are defined four priorities for action, one of which concerns the knowledge and awareness of the population about the risk of different types of disasters -"Building a culture of disaster protection at all levels of government and in the society using the experience, training, research and innovation ". Insufficient public awareness of disaster risk reduction and response activities before, during and after disasters is a serious challenge. The measures implemented so far have been inconsistent and limited in scope.
OBJECTIVE AND TASKS
The aim of the study is to examine the risk of natural disasters in Stara Zagora Region, Bulgaria. To achieve the goal we set ourselves the following tasks:
1. To examine and analyze the risk of natural disasters in Stara Zagora Region, Bulgaria according existing official documents for the official opinion of this risk.
2. To examine and analyze the awareness of workers in various fields of the national economy in Stara Zagora Region, Bulgaria at risk of natural disasters.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
An empirical sociological study was conducted through direct group self -administered questionnaire (SAQ) of 322 workers in various fields of national economy in Stara Zagora Region, Bulgaria with a preponderance of manufacturing before the administrative sphere. The total number of respondents was 350, of which 322 responded, response rate is 92%. The survey was conducted from January to December 2016. The places of study were enterprises and companies in various industries in Stara Zagora Region, some of which from the list of sites of critical infrastructure in Bulgaria. Respondents were working in the fields of energetics, construction, engineering, manufacturing of rubber products and concrete structures.
The data and results presented in this research are part of a broad research study using a standard questionnaire containing 33 questions in seven main areas: the socio-demographic and professional characteristics of the respondents; awareness of the most risky natural and man-made disasters in Stara Zagora Region; acquired knowledge and skills for protection in the event of a disasters; acquired knowledge and skills for first aid; sources for acquiring knowledge and skills to protect and provide first-aid medical assistance in disasters; attitudes towards enhancing knowledge and skills for disaster protection and providing first-aid at the outbreak; willingness to participate in workplace action groups and volunteer teams to carry out rescue operations and provide first-aid disaster relief. In the present study were analyzed the respondents' awareness of the most risky natural disasters in Stara Zagora Region.
Questions about risk awareness of natural disasters allow respondents to assess this risk on a 4-degree scale (no risk, minimal risk, medium risk, high risk).
The survey was conducted at an appropriate time for workers, the time and location were agreed in advance and with the cooperation of employers.
The collection of empirical data was performed in compliance with the requirements of anonymity, voluntary participation and nonmaleficence in dealing with people.
For data collection was used statistical package IBM SPSS v.19. Data analysis was conducted applying descriptive statistics methods to summarize quantitative and qualitative variables (absolute frequencies, relative frequencies, cumulative frequencies).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents. The study includes 322 workers in different spheres of the national economy in the Stara Zagora Region. Earthquakes. Seismic activity in Stara Zagora region is determined by the Alpine-Himalayan seismic belt and mostly by Mariska seismic zone, which covers the middle flow of the Maritsa river. According to the final report on the seismic zoning of Bulgaria, following the requirements of Eurocodes 8 in the area there is a potential risk of earthquakes with magnitude 5,5 -6,5 on the Richter scale and intensity VIII / IX in Medvedev-SponheuerKarnik scale (MSK). The estimated seismic zoning and expected seismic impacts are periods of repeatability between 100, 1 000 and 10 000 years. According optimal variant for 1 000 years, the 98% of the area of the region, earthquakes are to be subjected to an intensity of VII and a higher level, of which have been: VII -51%, VIII -28%, IX and higher -19 %. On the territory of Stara Zagora the assessment of the situation in the event of an earthquake of VIII-IX degree in MSK-64 are expected irrevocable 29 504 and 26 295 medical losses (4).
In our study, the largest share respondents who identify the risk of earthquakes as small -41.61%. No risk for 27.64%, there is a moderate level of risk for 24.22% and high risk -for only 6,52% of the respondents. Ministry of Environment and Water of Bulgaria separates fourth area of water management -The Danube, The Black Sea, the East White Sea and The West White Sea in each is individually made a preliminary assessment of risk and are determined APSFR (6).
Stara Zagora region falls in 5 areas with potential significant flood risk in the East White Sea region:
• APSFR "Tunja" (Koprinka -Jrebchevo) with a length of 72 km; • APSFR "Tunja -Kalofer" with a length of 27 km; • APSFR "Sazliyka" with a length of 75 km;
• APSFR "Maritza -Dimitrovgrad" with a length of 59 km; • APSFR "Maritza" -Plovdiv length of 114 km.
Among the larger towns in the area falling directly into these APSFR are Kazanlak, Muglizh, Nikolaevo, Pavel banya, Galabovo, Radnevo.
On the territory of Stara Zagora there is a probability of local floods that do not significantly affect the functioning of the national economy and threaten the lives of the population. In the event of floods in the region it is created a complex environment of restricted territory (4).
The analysis of the results of our study showed that the largest share respondents determine the risk of floods as small -35.4%. No risk for 29.81%, there is a moderate level of risk for 25.47% and high risk -for only 9,32% of the respondents. (Figure 2 ) Storms, hurricanes. The analysis and assessment of the risk of storms, hurricanes, snowdrifts and icing in Stara Zagora shows that especially during the winter months it is possible to occur such disasters, thus creates a state of emergency in one or more municipalities or throughout the region. There are possible serious consequences such as power cut, stopping the communication links and water supply of settlements; disruption of transport provision of the population in municipal and national road network; disruption to supply the population with food, drinking water and materials for heating; letting humans and animals without shelter, food and drinking water in settlements, huts and along the roads of the area, possible roadtraffic accidents (7) .
The analysis of the survey data shows that the risk of storms, hurricanes and snowdrifts is defined as less than the majority of the respondents -46.89%. Average level of risk is determined by 14,91%. For more than a third of respondents -34.16% no risk, but the risk is 4.04% higher. (Figure 3 ) Figure 3 . Risk of storms, hurricanes
Landslides. Landslides are one of the major hazards that form the geodynamic potential danger. So far in Bulgaria has more than 900 landslides in 350 settlements with a total area of 20 thousand Hectares. Landslides are not evenly spread throughout the country. They are concentrated in specific areas, characterized by a specific geological and tectonic structure. For a preliminary assessment of the distribution of landslides and landslide danger in Bulgaria are composed a catalog and a map of landslides. According to the currently available data on the territory of Stara Zagora there are no registered landslides (8) .
Knowledge and awareness of the surveyed individuals in our study corresponds to the available data -according to 61,8% no risk of landslides. Nearly two-thirds believe there is a minimal risk -31,06% and 7,14% only determine the level of risk as medium (6.21%) and high (0.93%). 
CONCLUSIONS
Analysis of the results of the survey among workers in various fields of national economy in the Stara Zagora Region shows insufficient awareness about the risk of natural disasters as the majority of respondents indicate that there is no or little risk of them occurring. Possible consequences in case of natural disasters require continuously and purposefully increase awareness about the most risky natural disasters in the area in which people live and work and remedies for protection and provision of first aid. To raise public awareness is necessary to provide easily understandable and accessible information on disaster risk and protecting the population. It is essential the effective use of media, internet and all existing means of communication.
